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Governor Charlie Crist
announced the appointment of
Nicholas "Nick" Lopane of Fort
Lauderdale to the Seventeenth

Judicial Circuit Court.

Lopane, 44, has served as a
general magistrate for the

Seventeenth Judicial Circuit
Court since 1999. Previously, he

practiced with Josias, Goren,
Cherof, Doody and Ezrol from
1997 to 1999 and was a senior
attorney in the Fort Lauderdale
office of the Attorney General

from 1994 to 1997.

Lopane will fill the vacancy
created by the resignation of
Judge John A. Frusciante.
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By Sara M. Sandler

The Justice Teaching Program was founded in 2006 by Florida Supreme Court Justice
R. Fred Lewis. The initial goal of the program was to have a legal professional volun-
teer in each of Floridaʼs public elementary, middle, and high schools to encourage law-
related education. Thanks to the numerous Justice Teaching volunteers, this goal is
very close to being accomplished. In fact, the program is currently beginning to ex-
pand to Floridaʼs private schools, including local private school, St. Thomas Aquinas.

Judge Thomas Lynch was personally asked by Justice Lewis to head the Justice
Teaching Program for the Seventeenth Circuit. For those who don't know Judge
Lynch, he is the perfect choice-with his outgoing, up beat, and friendly demeanor, it is
not difficult to see how a group of students would quickly buy whatever heʼs selling.
Fortunately, Judge Lynch is selling the Constitution. In fact, Judge Lynch has a pile of
mini-Constitutions in his chambers that he happily hands out. “This is the future of our
community and if we can teach them the Constitution, theyʼre much better for it.”

Judge Lynch fondly talks about Justice Lewisʼ personal involvement with the program,
particularly Justice Lewisʼ “cold calls” to schools in which Justice Lewis calls a school
and asks to personally come in and teach a constitutional issue to a class.

Volunteers are trained and certified with the Justice Teaching Program and can receive
CLE credits for their training. Once trained and certified, a volunteer meets with a
schoolʼs Justice Teaching coordinator and discusses his or her plans and goals. A les-
son plan and schedule are then created.

If youʼre interested in becoming a volunteer with the Justice Teaching Program, please
see their website at: http://www.justiceteaching.org/. The next training session in
Broward County will be October 8, 2010.
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State and national surveys frequently suggest that Americans in generalknow little about the 

operation of the American justice system,and they do not understand the basic principles 
underlying our constitutional institutions and structures.In 2006 a major effort was galvanized to 
further law-related education in the State of Florida. The name of the effort is Justice Teaching, an 

initiative of then Florida Supreme Court Chief Justice R. Fred Lewis. The ultimate goal of this 
program is to pair a legal professional with every elementary, middle, and high school in the state 

of Florida. The program aims to benefit students in the following ways: promote an 
understanding of Florida's justice system and our laws, develop critical thinking abilities 
and problem solving skills, and demonstrate the effective interaction of our courts within 

the constitutional structure.
See more information at www.justiceteaching.org
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The Broward Barrister is published by the Broward County Bar Association a part
of our commitment to provide membership with information relating to issues and

concerns on the local level. Opinions and positions expressed in the signed
materials are those of the author and may not necessarily reflect the views of this

publication or the Broward County Bar Association.
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The Fourth District Court of Appeal Judi-
cial Nominating Commission announces
that it is accepting applications to fill the
vacancy on the Fourth District Court of
Appeal created by the announced retire-
ment of Judge Gary Farmer. The appli-
cation deadline for this vacancy is 5:00
p.m., Friday,
October 15, 2010.

Applicants must have been members of
The Florida Bar for the preceding ten
years, registered voters, and must re-
side in the territorial jurisdiction at the
time of assuming office.

Applications should be downloaded
from The Florida Barʼs website, at
www.floridabar.org, by following the
“publications” link on the left to “forms
and applications” to “judicial applica-
tion.” If you have any questions about
the process, contact:

F. Gregory Barnhart, Chair
Fourth District Court of Appeal Judicial
Nominating Commission
Searcy Denney Scarola Barnhart &
Shipley, P.A.
2139 Palm Beach Lakes Blvd.
West Palm Beach, Fl. 33409
561-686-6300

The original completed application plus
nine (9) copies and all attachments
must be delivered to the Chair at the

above address no later than 5:00 p.m.,
Friday, October 15, 2010. In addition to
the original and nine copies, applicants
are requested to provide one additional
redacted version of the application
which complies with Chapter 119 and
Floridaʼs public records law.

Submission of a photograph is encour-
aged. Applications received after the
noticed deadline will not be accepted for
consideration by the Commission in ac-
cordance with Amended Local Rule III of
the Judicial Nominating Commission,
Fourth District Court of Appeal Local
Rules.

Members of the Bench, Bar and the
public are encouraged to contact mem-
bers of the Commission concerning ap-
plicants for judicial positions.

A list of the Fourth District Court of Ap-
peal Judicial Nominating Commission
members is available on The Florida
Barʼs web site or by contacting Chair-
man Barnhart by phone (561-686-6300),
e-mail at
FGB@Searcylaw.com or a letter to the
above address. Any e-mail communica-
tions to Chairman Barnhart should be
copied to his Legal Assistant, Pam
Roberts at: PGR@Searcylaw.com.
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by Jonathan Garber

If you ask most business owners whatʼs the biggest threat to their companyʼs network and
data, they might say, “viruses, hackers and cyber criminals,” or perhaps “faulty hardware,
software and system failures”. But research is showing a much different reality.

According to a recent study published by Computer Economics (a research and metrics
company for IT managers) revealed that employee sabotage – whether it be for financial
gain, retribution or some other motivation – accounts for a bigger threat than viruses,
hackers, hardware failures and natural disasters.

With so much critical data and operations tied up in a companyʼs network, internal sabo-
tage from employees becomes an even greater risk. In a matter of minutes, an employee
can delete software or erase years of data vital to a company. They can purposefully
download viruses or attempt to tarnish their employerʼs reputation by posting pornography
on their companyʼs web site or spamming all clients with racist, hateful and slanderous e-
mails. Or they can simply download client lists and other confidential information and sell
it to competitors, post it online or use it to start a competitive business.

What are the reasons why they do this? The biggest one given is simply “job dissatisfac-
tion.” Another contributing factor seems to be the recent downturn in the economy. Cut
backs, layoffs and fewer raises have given rise to employees stealing data, equipment or
money. For example, a law firm recently discovered their internal IT person was purchas-
ing computer equipment on the companyʼs credit card and reselling it on eBay. He had
embezzled over $40,000 before the company caught up to what he was doing.

Another company suspected that one of their employees was stealing and suspended
them from work until a further investigation could be conducted. When the employee
caught wind of what was happening, they deleted over a yearʼs worth of company e-mails
– all containing important client records and history – in an effort to cover their tracks. For-
tunately this company had a solid backup system in place and was able to immediately re-
cover all the data within a few hours.

To protect yourself, we strongly recommend you have an offsite backup of your data in
place. For our ConnectCare clients, we use ConnectCare DataSafe, which backups up
each server every 15 minutes, and copies that data to a secure offsite data center each
night, ensuring the data is complete safe and secure. Is your data safe? We can visit you
at your office to provide you with a free assessment to help you determine your current
risk, and what you can do to prevent a catastrophe from happening to you.

Let us know if youʼd like to arrange for your free assessment today!
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The Broward County Bar Association
website receives over 500 visits per day
and appears first or second on Google®
when researching for Broward lawyers.
Our enhanced website allows our mem-
bers to add a photograph to the name
listing, along with the firm name, post ad-
dress, telephone and internet address by

‘Practice Area’.

For more information please contact
Mike at
BCBA at: 

Mike@browardbar.org
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